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NOTES OF THE SOCIETY 

Agreement with the SOCLfiTE ASIATIQUB, made by the 
AMERICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY, concerning a Plan for 
Relations op Mutual Helpfulness.* 

About three weeks before the annual meeting of the Amer- 
ican Oriental Society in April, 1918, the following circular was 
issued by Mr. Lanman. It was sent to all Corporate Members, 
excepting several in foreign lands who were not to be reached 
on account of the war. 

CIRCULAR LETTER TO THE MEMBERS OF THE AMER- 
ICAN ORIENTAL SOCIETY CONCERNING A FRENCH 
PLAN FOR SECURING CLOSER RELATIONS OF 
MUTUAL HELPFULNESS BETWEEN THE SOCIETY 
ASIATIQUE AND OUR OWN 

From Charles R. Lanman, a member of the Society 
9 FarraE Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts 

Dear Sir or Madam: March 14, 1918 

Subjoined is a letter to the undersigned from the President of 

the Societe Asiatique, M. Emile Senart, Member of the Academie 

des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres of the Institute of France, etc. 
In brief, it proposes that a number of the Oriental Societies of 

the Western World shall cooperate for the following purposes: 

1. Of giving to the members of any one of the societies the right 
to attend the sessions of any of the others, to make use of its 
libraries and other collections, and to purchase its publications 
at the same reduced prices as are accorded to its own members. 

2. Of establishing a series of joint meetings, probably annual 
ones, — each society to send its delegates, who should report upon 
the condition and progress of Oriental studies, and suggest plans 
for joint scientific undertakings, and arrange for cooperation in 
their execution. 



* By a combination of untoward circumstances affecting both the Editor 
and Mr. Lanman, it has happened that an essential part of Mr. Lanman 's 
Report was omitted in Part 4, and that the omission was not discovered 
until too late. If the omitted fragments were printed by themselves in 
Part 5, we should indeed constructively have the whole Report within the 
covers of the Journal, but not in a convenient and proper sequence. Accord- 
ingly, and at Mr. Lanman 's earnest request, the Report is here given in its 
entirety, although it does involve a duplication of the paragraphs already 
given in Part 4. — [Ed.] 
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The suggestion comes most appropriately from the Societe 
Asiatique (founded in 1822) , as being the oldest of the Occidental 
organizations for the study of the Orient. The Society's over- 
tures have already met with a most cordial response from the 
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland. They merit 
one no less cordial from our American Society. 

By a happy coincidence, just as I had written the foregoing 
paragraphs, there comes to hand the January number of the 
Journal of the Eoyal Asiatic Society. In the "Notes of the 
Quarter, October-December, 1917," it contains, on pages 186- 
197, "An agreement concluded between the Royal Asiatic Society 
and the Societe Asiatique of Paris," with an account of the 
preliminary correspondence and negotiations, and with the pro- 
tocol of the terms of agreement. The beginning of the negotia- 
tions was the letter of M. Senart to Lord Reay of December 19, 
1916. At a meeting of the Committee of the London Society held 
July 2, it was resolved to recommend this protocol for accept- 
ance by the Council. It was approved by the Council October 
16, 1917, and its substance was announced at a meeting of the 
Society on November 13, 1917. 

The American society holds meetings only once a year, because, 
for so widely scattered a membership, attendance costs so much 
in long-distance travel and in time and money. The societies 
of Paris and London have monthly meetings — a great advantage 
for the prompt transaction of business. Thus, although M. 
Senart 's letter arrived last September, there seemed to be no 
way of taking any formal action upon it until the next meet- 
ing, that is, in April. But even so, without proper notice and 
information given beforehand to the members, it might well 
happen that due consideration and action might not prove 
feasible within the brief days of our assembly, so that the matter 
might lie over for a twelvemonth. To forestall so undesirable 
an outcome, it seemed fitting to bring M. Senart 's proposals to 
the cognizance of all the members of the American society, in 
printed form, and in ample time for leisurely consideration, and 
so that all the members — whether they attend in person or not — 
may express their opinion in writing, if they wish to do so. 
Such expressions may be sent to the undersigned, who will be 
glad to lay them before the meeting. 

First then, the gist of M. Senart 's letter to Lord Reay. — Our 
studies are such as, by reason of the fewness of those who pursue 
them, cannot well be confined within national lines. The Inter- 
national Congresses of the last forty years have not served their 
purpose well. "We have not so much to replace them as to take 
a better course with regard to them. They should be less com- 
prehensive but more constant, smaller in respect of numbers 
but more active, less of a social nature and more of an expert 
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character. They would be susceptible of gradual extension : but 
the international rapprochements must needs begin with repre- 
sentatives of countries thoroughly united in heart and soul, as 
ours are, by a common struggle for existence and an imperative 
obligation to prepare for a common future. 

The French Committee (M. Senart, Chairman), in response to 
the invitation of the British Committee, sent a draft of their 
proposals, the principal points of which, in addition to those 
already mentioned, are as follows : This plan is only one instance 
of a general disposition in all minds to extend the salutary action 
of the Entente more and more to the very mainsprings of the 
political and economic and intellectual life of our nations. 
Cooperation between academies and universities has already been 
initiated. It is meet that the two oldest Asiatic Societies of 
Europe should do likewise. 

Evidently this rapprochement does not necessarily imply any- 
thing of an exclusive nature. Our thoughts go out to all our 
friends and allies. We cannot more effectively prepare for a 
wider federation than by constituting, to begin with, a solid 
nucleus, which, formed by the oldest societies, may serve as an 
example and point d'appui for similar societies. In organizing 
this union, we are making use of a right which no one can dis- 
pute. With all respect for honorable scruples, the Committee 
is conscious of performing a work of peace and not an act of war. 

Further, as regards publications on the one hand and researches 
on the other, the French Committee adds: 1. It would be well 
to regulate our interchanges, and also to undertake works in col- 
laboration and at joint expense, whether editions of texts of the 
type of the Bibliotheca Buddhica, or series of translations 
analogous to those undertaken by the Royal Asiatic Society, or 
works of a more complex character — among which one might 
for instance contemplate a Buddhist Encyclopaedia, an annotated 
collection of the Chinese Pilgrims in India, and so on. 

2. It would be very desirable that our societies, the natural 
representatives of the interests of Orientalism, should assume as 
far as possible the charge of securing and utilizing, in the best 
interests of scientific progress, the funds available for research 
and for the staff of investigators. In any case, these societies 
would owe it to themselves to serve, if required, as a connecting 
link between the Governments, to place at the service of the 
central and colonial administrations the means of information 
which they have at their disposal, to extend mutually, on every 
occasion, an enlightened protection to scientists charged with 
missions, to professors called, directly or by way of exchange, to 
chairs in universities and Oriental schools. 

The British Committee, in a reply formally sanctioned by the 
Royal Asiatic Society in May, 1917, cordially approves the pro- 
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posals of the French Committee, recognizes the distinction 
between measures of organization and programs of work, leaves 
the latter for subsequent joint consultations, and in general 
accepts the former. It suggests that the two Committees might 
be made Standing Committees, and be authorized to discuss any 
matters falling within their scope and to report upon them from 
time to time to the Councils. It adds that the proposed terms 
of agreement, being susceptible of application to similar societies 
in other countries, promise in course of time to serve as a means 
of consolidating the dispersed Associations of Orientalists, and 
thereby to increase their common efficiency. It invites the 
French Society to accept the hospitality of the British as soon 
as may be after the war. 

The French Committee, through M. Senart, made answer on 
June 21, 1917. The reply expresses the great satisfaction of the 
Societe Asiatique ; announces that the Society immediately sanc- 
tioned the proposal that the two Committees be made permanent 
ones; and is especially concerned with the extension of the 
measures of friendly cooperation to other similar societies. 

With this answer the French Committee enclosed the protocol. 
As its terms have already been given in substance, there is no 
need to reprint it here verbatim (see pages 196-197 of the London 
Journal). 

M. Senart 's letter to the undersigned now follows. The first 
three paragraphs of his letter and the last, as being of an interest 
largely personal, are left out, and also the four paragraphs which 
give the substance of the protocol. 

Mon cher Ami: le 16 aout 1917 

. . . II n 'est pas seulement infiniment desirable de remplacer 
les anciens congres internationaux par une organisation plus 
serieuse, plus permanente, moins melee d 'intrigues; entre les 
allies qu'ont unis si etroitement, avec des interets vitaux, des 
sentiments et des aspirations inebranlables, il est egalement essen- 
tiel d 'assurer apres la guerre des liens de collaboration confiante 
qui en soient la sauvegarde durable. 

C'est sous l'empire de ces pensees qu'il m'a paru hautement 
desirable de preparer des maintenant entre les principales Soci- 
etes d 'etudes orientales une entente amicale dont notre Societe 
Asiatique, comme l'ainee de celles de l'Occident, etait fondee a 
prendre l'initiative. 

La marche etait toute tracee. Cette sorte de federation devrait 
embrasser tous les pays allies; mais il fallait s'adresser d'abord 
aux voisins les plus proches; le premier noyau assure aurait 
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plus d'autorite pour faire appel aux amis plus eloignes, non par 
le cceur mais par l'espaee. 

Mes ouvertures ont recu de la E. Asiatic Society de Londres 
l'accueil le plus empresse. Des Commissions ont ete constitutes 
de part et d 'autre pour arreter les termes precis d'une conven- 
tion, et bien qu'aucune decision officielle n'ait pu intervenir 
encore, la derniere reponse que j 'ai recue de Londres me donne 
la pleine confiance que les formules d 'arrangement elaborees 
recevront, a Tissue des vacances, l'agrement expres de la societe 
britannique. 

Dans ces conditions, sans attendre Pheure des demarches offi- 
cielles, je me sens presse de donner satisfaction au voeu qui s'est, 
des le debut, manifeste explicitement de part et d 'autre et 
d'interesser a ces projets nos confreres de l'American Oriental 
Society. Je ne saurais m'adresser a, un meilleur juge ni a un 
intermediaire plus autorise que vous, mon cher ami. 1 . . . 

Je ne vous indique ici que les idees principales et caracteris- 
tiques. Naturellement la porte reste ouverte a toutes autres 
innovations utiles qui pourraient etre proposees. Ce qui importe, 
c'est l'inspiration generale. C'est elle que j'ai hate de vous 
soumettre, non-seulement pour reclamer votre appreciation 
reflechie, mais si, comme je n'en doute pas, elle eveille votre 
sympathie, pour vous prier d'en acheminer l'application au 
regard de l'American Oriental Society. Vous pourriez sans 
doute avancer beaucoup l'heure, j'espere prochaine, de realisa- 
tions positives. Ai-je besom d'ajouter, mon cher Lanman, com- 
bien il me serait particulierement agreable de compter sur votre 
assistance dans cette tentative? Vous comprendrez que la cor- 
dialite americaine dont nous recevons dans ces temps d 'epreuves 
tant d'inoubliables temoignages donne, a, nos yeux, le plus haut 
prix a toute association franco-americaine. . . . 

Croyez-moi, mon cher ami, votre tout devoue 

Emile Senaet 



It is competent for the President of the American Oriental 
Society to appoint a Committee to discuss this matter before the 
time of the general meeting of next month, and to report thereon 
to the Board of Directors. The Board, in turn, can then report 
the plan to the Society, with a recommendation that the Society, 
after due consideration and discussion, shall reject or modify or 
accept it. 

Yours very truly, 

Charles R. Lanman 



1 Here follow four paragraphs, the substance of which has been given 
above. 
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A Committee was duly appointed by the President, as sug- 
gested in the foregoing paragraph. It consisted of Messrs. Bur- 
rage, Gottheil, Hopkins, Jastrow, and Lanman. As stated below, 
the Committee-meeting was held at New Haven on April 1, 1918, 
and it was decided that the plan should be favorably reported to 
the Board of Directors for such action as might to them seem fit. 
The further and more formal procedure is given in paragraphs 
5-10 of the following letter, which letter is the Committee's 
formal response to the President of the Societe Asiatique. 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, May 13, 1918 

To M. Emile Senart, President of the Societe Asiatique, Paris, 
France 

Honored and dear Sir: 

In response to your most welcome communication concerning 
a plan for establishing closer relations of mutual helpfulness 
between the two senior Oriental Societies of the Western world, 
the Societe Asiatique and the Eoyal Asiatic Society on the one 
hand, and the next in seniority, the American Oriental Society 
on the other, — I beg leave to present to the Societe Asiatique 
through you the subjoined formal Report. 

Two brief informal Reports, one of progress and one of the 
successful issue of the negotiations, were sent as cable-messages 
by me to you March 15, 1918, and April 4, 1918. Distressed in 
mind by the delay in sending this formal Report, — I beg that 
the Societies as a whole and that you, dear friend, in particular, 
will forgive me for this tardiness. It is due in part to the 
extreme pressure of professional duty, and in part also to the 
grave responsibilities and labors, anxieties and griefs, which 
Prussia has imposed upon lovers of freedom under law, upon 
lovers of decency and mercy and justice and truth — the world 
over. 

As appears from my Circular Letter to the Members of the 
American Oriental Society, which is dated March 14, 1918, and 
of which two printed copies are enclosed, our American Society 
can hold only one meeting a year, because of the large expense 
in time and money and travel involved. On this account there 
seemed to be no feasible way of taking formal action on your 
welcome proposals until the actual meeting of last month. To 
make adequate preparation for such action on the part of our 
Society seemed to me to be the best and most serviceable pro- 
cedure that could be taken in view of your letter. 

That preparation I endeavored to effect by the above-mentioned 
Circular Letter. This was sent to all the widely-scattered mem- 
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bers of our Society now in America in ample time before the 
date of the annual meeting. Numerous and favorable replies 
were received from parts — near or distant — of this continent 
before the meeting. The President of the Society, Professor 
Torrey of Yale University, thereupon appointed, as a Committee 
to consider and discuss the matter before the date of the general 
assemblies, the following gentlemen : Mr. Charles Dana Burrage 
of Boston ; Professor Richard Gottheil of Columbia University ; 
Professor Edward "Washburn Hopkins of Yale University ; Pro- 
fessor Morris Jastrow of the University of Pennsylvania; and, 
as Chairman, Professor Charles Rockwell Lanman of Harvard 
University. The Committee-meeting was held at New Haven on 
April 1, 1918, and it was decided that the plan should be favor- 
ably reported to the Board of Directors for such action as might 
seem to them fit. 

The further and more formal procedure was as follows: 
On April 2, 1918, the Board of Directors of the Society met at 
New Haven. The meeting was an unusually full and interesting 
one. At this meeting, the following votes were passed. 

Voted: That the Directors of the American Oriental Society 
recommend to the Society that the proposals from the Societe 
Asiatique concerning a plan for securing closer relations of 
mutual helpfulness between the Societe Asiatique and our own, 
be approved by the American Oriental Society, and that the 
Committee appointed by the President be authorized on behalf 
of the American Oriental Society to accept these proposals on 
the same terms as those on which similar proposals were accepted 
by the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland, so 
far as those terms are applicable to the case of the Societe 
Asiatique and the American Oriental Society. 

Voted: That the action of the President and of the Committee 
be approved and ratified. 

Voted: That the Committee as appointed by the President 
for the conduct of such business as may be needful for effecting 
the objects of these votes be a Standing Committee. 

These votes and recommendations were laid before the Society 
as convened in general assembly on Tuesday, April 2, 1918, with 
due explanations, with a report upon the opinions that had been 
expressed in the answers to the Circular Letter, and especially 
upon one dissenting opinion from our honored fellow-member, 
the Honorable Simeon Eben Baldwin, formerly Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court of Errors of Connecticut and more recently 
Governor of the State, and with full opportunity for discussion 
of the plan and for rejection or modification or acceptance 
thereof. 

The recommendations were accepted by a formal vote of the 
Society, and with them, the plan itself. 
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It now remains to give practical effect to these votes so far 
as the circumstances of the horrible tragedy precipitated by 
Prussia upon the world will admit, and as soon as this or that 
step becomes feasible. The first step is to acquaint the members 
of the Societe Asiatique and of the Royal Asiatic Society with 
what has already been done. To this end, a considerable number 
of printed copies of the Circular Letter are sent to you herewith 
in a separate parcel by registered mail, with the suggestion that 
they be distributed by your Secretary to the members of the 
French and British Committees concerned and to such other 
members of the two Societies as may care to see them. The Cir- 
cular Letter, and the printed Reports upon the subject as pub- 
lished in the first number for 1918 of the Journal of each of the 
two Societies, together with this Report, form a record, complete 
up to date, of the negotiations, and also (see page 196 of the 
English Journal and page 10 of the French) of the substance 
of the agreements concluded between the three Societies. 

All of which is respectfully submitted on behalf of the Amer- 
ican Committee. 

I have the honor to be, my dear Mr. President, most cordially 
and faithfully yours, (Signed) 

Charles R. Lanman, Chairman 



Approved and signed also by the other Members of the 
American Committee: 

Charles Dana Burrage, Boston, Massachusetts 
Richard Gottheil, Columbia University 
Edward Washburn Hopkins, Yale University 
Morris Jastrow, Jr., University of Pennsylvania 



